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Abstract

Power is a core concept in the International Relations theories, and it is
a key variable in shaping the international behavior. Nevertheless,
power is one concept that there is no agreement among scholars of
international relations regarding its definition, components, forms and
ways of use.

The concept of power is closely linked to the theory of Realism. It
Is almost impossible to write a thesis on power without discussing Hans
Morgenthau’s concept of power, who is major founder of the Realism
School of International Relations discipline.

This thesis argues that there is a common misunderstanding
among scholars of International Relations about Hans Morgenthau's
arguments concerning power. This is a result of the hasty impressions
and perceptions that did not go deep in studying his concepts and
thoughts. Those perceptions assumed that Morgenthau's view of power
was based on the physical use of power through compulsion, coercion
and subjugation.

The thesis argument is addressed through re-reading
Morgenthau’s concept of power., which proved to be profound and
comprehensive theory. studied how neo-realists, such as Kenneth Waltz
and John Mearsheimer, addressed Morgenthau arguments on power.
Furthermore, it studied how Joseph Nei, the neo-liberal theorist,
addressed these arguments.

The basic conclusion of this thesis is that Morgenthau has adopted
a dual vision of power; the first: by diagnosing the reality of the
empirical power (as it is, and as it manifested itself in the international
relations), where the pursuit of self-preservation and domination makes
power an end in itself. The second, is how to develop a normative vision
based on the self-interest of the state while seeking the public interest of
the world.

This thesis concluded that neo-realists such as Waltz and
Mearsheimer have adopted the first part of Morgenthau's concept of the
empirical power. On the other hand, Nye's arguments on power were
based on comprehensive dual vision: (the empirical and the normative),



but with a greater emphasis on the normative aspect. Thus Nye's views
can be seen as closer to Morgenthau's vision of power with its
developmental aspect.

Accordingly, it can be argued that Morgenthau has ideal aspects,
since he could not be classified as an "orthodox", but could be
considered "the idealist of the realists”, since he had interpretive
arguments that saw reality as it is, and formative arguments that tried to
see reality as it should be. Thus Morgenthau’s ideas narrow the distance
between the realists and the liberals.
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